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3. BIOGRAPHIES OF THE ANCESTORS

PREFACE

There are three important sources for the history of the Sung Family:

1 Documents held in the Hong Kong Public Records Office.

2. The Sung Family Genealogy hdd by Sung Man-tin in the United States.

3. Ord recollections of senior members of the family (Our parents, aunts and uncles).

The Hong Kong Public Recor ds Office has a number of our ancestors wills on file,
These include the Chinese originals as well as English trandations. They can be traced according to
years and file numbers. (See Tableonpage  giving details of reference numbers)

According to the Sung Genealogy, our clan belongs to the Sung Family's branch cdled
'Hall of Everlagting Light, of Fragrant Hill' [Heung Shan, Wing-kwong Tong] TaE4X alA . The
branch sarted in early Ming times when the first ancestor Sung Sai-hung [Song Shi-xiong
1457-1544] B EAD moved to 'Fragrant Hill County'. The County was renamed Zhongshan in
honour of Sun Y atsen in Republican times. Now it liesin the Zhuhai Specid Economic Zone. Our
village was Kut-tai ¥4” 6 (Y4~ @), which is now the busest business centre of the region. "He
cameto Fragrant County to trade in opium"-- the Genedlogy describes the life of Sung Sai-hung.

We cannot ascertain the exact date of Sung Sai-hung's re-location in Fragrant County.  Our
conjecture is that it must be linked with early East-West trade.  That was the time when the
Portuguese were busy seeking a good port in the Orient.  Vasco da Gama sailed round India in
1499. The Portuguese arrived in the East Indies in 1511 and obtained the lease of Macao in 1557.
Our ancestor's move to coastd Chinaiin late 15th century and early 16th century coincided with the
blossoming of maritime trade.

However, it is doubtful that he did engage in opium trade that early. Opium smoking was
not yet popular in 16th century Guangdong. It is known that his descendants Sung K ee [Song Qi]
H i +(9th generation) and Sung Ching-chuen [Song Qingchuan] B Q" (10th generation) did
engage in opium trading in Hong Kong after 1840s.  Since the Sung Genealogy was compiled by
Sung Ching-chuen's descendants, this link with the opium trade might smply be an assumption of the
compiler.

Sung Sai-hung moved to Kut-tai, which is about 20 kilometres north of Macao. That is
why his son Sung Kee could move so easly to Hong Kong as soon as it became a British colony.

Normally the profession and trade of the ancestors are not recorded. But the entry on Sung
Woui-ching[Huiging] »aCa(8th generation) reads. " [He] bought a house in Canton, in South Poon-
long [Reclining Dragon). Lived in Y ung-Kwong Street. Opened 'Kum Y uan’-- aWestern style shoe
shop." Wui-ching was Sung Kegsuncle. Opening awestern style shoe shop in early 19th century
Chinamight be rather unusua and therefore warranted this comment.
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Sung Geneal ogy
Biogr aphies of the Sung Ancestors

(from the 9th generation onwar ds)

Our ancestors were small traders engaged in East-West trade.  They worked as
compradors for British firms soon after Hong Kong was ceded to Britain.  They were not from the
traditiona scholar-gentry class and did not enjoy any officid status.  Some had officid titles which
were bought with money.

The Opium War (First Angle-Chinese War) broke out in 1839-41. By the Treaty of
Nanking 1842 Hong Kong Idand became a British colony.  Our ancestor Sung Kee moved to
Hong Kong in 1840.

According to the first census, there were only 19,463 people in Hong Kong in 1844. The
Chinese population was 10,859. Only 4,000 of these were adult male. (Government Blue Book
1844, p. 102) Sung Kee was one of them.

Ancestor Sung Sai-hung wrote a4 line (5 characters each) poem for naming 20 generations
of male descendants. According to this poem, Sung Kee and his brothers and male cousins should
have been named "Choi" [Cai | and Sung K u-chuen's generation (10th) should have been named
"Sheung’ [Chang]. However, none of them followed therule. It is my conjecture that they did not
even know of the existence of this poem.

It was Sung Ching-chuen who made the fortunes and he so compiled the genedlogy. Itis
sgnificant that the two generations following him immediatdy did follow the poem.  Sung Tze-
ming [Song Ziming ], dias Y u-cheong [Ruchang], has the courtesy name " Ying-wo"[Yinghe).
All his coudns follow the "Ying" character. Similarly, Sung Shiu-kee [Shagji ], dias Sung
Ken [Song Gen |, had the courtesy name " Wah-hing" [Huaxing]. All his cousns used the
"Wah'" character.

According to the poem, Sung Hon-ting's [Song Hanting ] generation (13th) should have
used the character "Chiu" [Chao]. Sung Heung-wing's [Song Xiangrong] generation (14th)
should have used the character "Sa" [Shi]. Sung Wing-kin [Song Yongjian], Sung Sheung-
chi's [Song Shangzhi] generation (15th) should have used the character "Tak" [De]. None of us
followed any of these.  The next generation should use the character "Ka' [Ja. Anyone interested
in reviving the ancestra tradition might like to take heed of this old poem in the Sung Family.

The loss of the poem is testimony to our lack of a strong scholar-gentry tradition.  The Sung
was nat an "eminent family" with firm rules.  Only two generations followed the poem in picking the
names of the male decedents after Sung Ching-chuen.

Please read the following pages for the short biographies of the Sung ancestors.
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Sung Geneal ogy
Biogr aphies of the Sung Ancestors

(from the 9th generation onwar ds)

9th Generation

SUNG KEE; t. HEEP BUN; h. SHOU YU (1803-1863)

Oth generation ancestor. Bornin Macau. Married Yip Shi, and had three sons. Ching-
chuen b1828, Ku-chuen b.1840, and Sow-chuen b. 1844. According to his probate (H.K.
Government Records Office, Probate File No. 139 of 1864, 4/134), he came to Hong Kong in
1841. Heengaged in "trading, and business with foreigners'.

In hiswill, he left Al his assets, property, business, loans and gold and silver to his wife and
sons.  Since it was unusud to make a will in the early 1860s, Sung Kee might be a rather

enlightened and astute man.

The origind of his will was written in Chinese ink on red paper.  Four pages of English
trandation were attached. "True trandation, R.A Rozario, Interpretor to the Supreme Court."

SUNG YIP SHI, wife of Sung Kee (1805 - 1870)

She was Sung Kee's principd wife.  After her husband's death in 1863, she (or someone
acting in her name) applied for speedy sharing of his inheritance.  The Public Records Office holds
her application dated 6th July, 1864.

In 1870 she made a smple will. Mentioning that her second son Ku-chuen (our direct
ancestor) was dready dead. Her third son Sow-chuen "has grown up”. She stated that ever since
her husband's death, "...dl family finances have been in the hands of our eldest son --Ching-chuen.”
She therefore bequeathed dl her inheritance to Ching-chuen aswell.

Yip Shi was illiterate, and her will was marked by an "X" for her sgnature. [Probate No.
949 of 1875 "Heep Shee, deceased”.
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10th Generation

SUNG KU-CHUEN 1840-1868

His dates are given according to the Genealogy. The HK Public Records Office holds his
will which was made in February, 1867. [See Appendix ]

He was our great-great grandfather. He died when he was 28, just a few years after his
father Sung Keg's desth.  His mother Yip Shi survived him.

Hiswill was extremdy smple, with only four lines. It reads:
".dl that | should have should be given to my wife Sung-Ko Shi".  Sgnificantly, there is no
lising of propertiesor asssts. The will continues, "...so that my infant son Y u-cheong could be
cared for". Y u-cheong would only be one year old. [Probate No. 1359 of 1881, 4/430]

There is a brief entry on his wife Sung-Ko Shi in the Genealogy "...native of Poonyu
County, Shiu Kong Village. Father Ko Chi-wing, mother Sung Shi. [Sheisthe] 7th daughter.”
That isal we know about our great-great grandmother.

Sung Ku-chuen's will reads like someone without much assets of hisown.  He was fighting
for hiswidow and infant son for "al that | should have'. The family's wedth was in the hands of his
eldest brother Ching-chuen, trusted partner of their father. [See Sung Ching-chuen's will in

Appendix ]

Ku-chuen's will was made in 1867 but did not become probate until 1881. It would be for
the protecion of his son Yu-cheong that the probate was applied for.
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11th Generation

SUNG YU-CHEONG, t. TZE-MING, h. YING-WO, alias SUNG CHEONG 1867-1934

Sung Y u-cheong belonged to the 11th generation, he was our great grand father. The
genedogy labdled him "foster heir®, meaning that he was not from a close branch of the family.

He left no will, hislife is recondructed from various sources.
1. The Pokfulam Chrigtian cemetery has a gravestone for " Sung L eung Shi" . (Left, 19th Step
downwards) Y u-cheong was named as one of her nephews. Sung Ching-chuen's 4th wife was
"Leung Shi".

2. Sung Yu-cheong married Luk Yun-lin [Lu Ruanlian]. She was the edest daughter of the
Luk Family, she had 9 younger ssters and 2 younger brothers. Her father L uk Shing-foo trusted
Yu-cheong heavily. Luk shing-foo was well-known as a newspaper owner and owned vauable
property in Wah-Yin Fong [Street name]  Luk’'s will [Probate No. 68 of 1905, 4/1754]
appointed Y u-cheong as executrix. (See Appendix 1)

3. Ord higory sources: Sung Hon-ting, Hin-ting, Sau-ping and Y uk-ting remember episodes of
Yu-cheongslife.

Since Yu-cheong logt his foster father Ku-chuen so early, he was penniless.  His uncle
Ching-chuen controlled the family's finances.  Ching-chuen worked as a comprador for Turner &
Co.andRyrie& Co. Heowned5housesin Shelley Street, Central (No. 1,35,7, & 9) as
well as an opium shop " Shiu Loong". The executrix of his will was his wife Yau Shi.  (Both
Hon-ting and Hin-ting remember living in Shelley Street.  For details of the ownership of the above

properties, check Appendix I11)

Sung Y u-cheong was only an infant when his father died in 1868. He must be dependent
on his uncle Ching-chuen. However, there was not one word in Ching-chuen's will mentioning this
orphaned nephew.

Ching-chuen's 4th wife Leung Shi seemed to be the one looking after Yu-cheong. Hin-ting
mentioned that Leung Shi had only one daughter who married into a powerful family and Leung Shi
dayed in Hong Kong instead of moving to Macau like many of Ching-chuen's family. Leung Shi
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therefore relied on Y u-cheong to carry out many of the "Man's tasks' --mainly dedling with wider

sodidy.

According to Cheng Pui-lan (Hon-ting's wife), as the eldest granddaughter- in- law, she
had to offer incense separatdy to a"4th Granny" of the Sung Family everyday after her marriage.

Y u-cheong was very cdever and flexible. He "..might have studied in Macau, and learnt
English after his marriage" (according to Sau-ping).  "All men in the Sung Family over the 3
generations studied in Queen's College" (according to Hon-ting).  Since few people knew Englishin
the 19th century, the early HK government was filled by Indians and Portuguese.  Yu Cheong's
English skills were excdlent assts

According to the Anglo-Chinese Dictionary, Sung Yu-cheong's address was 18,
Staunton Street, Central. Yu-Cheongworked in " Kung Wo Drugstore as druggist” .
In 1913 he was listed as a clerk in Deacon's solicitors --a tha time the biggest law firm in
Hong Kong..

He aso worked as "contractor” in the race course as Sddine. According to Hon-ting and
Hin-ting's memories. a that time there were races twice a month, and everything was controlled
manudly. Yu cheong's English knowledge and mathematical skills made him the controller of dl
public betting. "Every time he organised about 200-300 people’, Hon-ting said.  All of these
needed to read some English, and have a knowledge of Arabic numerals. Each was paid $4-$5
per day, a princdy sum in those days. "Western lunches' were supplied. Both Hon-ting and Hin-
ting, his two grandsons, were thus employed when they were teenagers, earning good money
working for the Jockey Club. "Quite a number of our rdatives came dl the way from Canton to
help." Hon-ting recdls. Sung Y u-Cheong was obvioudy quite a good organiser and leader.

It isdso known that he was made executrix of Luk Shing- Fo's estatein 1904. His father-
in-law, Luk, was the owner of two Chinese newspapers [Shengli Daily and Weixin Daily]. Luk
aso owned properties a numbers 10 and 12 of Wah Yin Fong. Luk's will states "All affairs big
and small should be managed by Sung Y u-Cheong...until [my] infant son Luk Sheung-Hing [Lu
Shangxing] isof age”” The close relaionship between the Sung Family and the Luk Family is clear.

Sung Yu-Cheong aso sudied for some time in Victoria College, which later became
Queen's College. At that time, there was a well-known personage L uk King-Fo who was
famous for his English skills.  He was active in Hong Kong and China.  This man taught in severd
of the early Hong Kong schools and was the author of English Grammar (published 1894) He
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was the English teacher of both the Chinese Miniger of Finance and the Minister of
Communications. 1n 1919, Luk King- Fo became the Chief Trandator of Canton City.

Sung Yu-Cheong's entrance fo Victoria College and his English studies would most
probably be adirect result of his relationship with the Luk Family.

Y u-Cheong suffered a stroke in 1930 and was pardysed. Hedied in 1934. He darted
his life as a disadvantaged orphan without much family support. However, his astuteness and
acquired English skills served him well.  He won the trust of his father-in-law and the Luk Family.
He succeeded in making a modest fortune.

LUK YUN-LIN, wife of Sung Yu-Cheong (1867-1953)

Luk Yun-lin was the eldest daughter of the Luk Family. She had 11 younger brothers and
gges.  Shewas a very cgpable woman, good a managing family finances and well-respected by
her children: son Sung Ken (born 1885) and daughter Lau-Sim (b. 1891).

She was widowed for 19 years. Since her daughter took a celibacy vow and stayed
unmarried, mother and daughter were very close. The two of them remained in the Laichikok Road
family property when the rest of the extended family fled the Japanese invaders in 1941-45.

As little children, we were dl careful not to anger great-grandmother.  She had tiny bound
feet but could walk rather fast. We al knew that she had helped grest-grandfather when he was
young and poor. We aso knew that our father, uncles and aunts al feared her.

She died in the Laichikok Road property because she did not like going to the hospitd.
Her son Sung Ken died before her but she was survived by her daughter Lau-Sim.
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12th Generation

SUNG WAH- HING t. SHIU -KEE. alias SUNG KEN (1885-1942)

Sung Ken was the 12th generation ancestor.  He was the only son of Sung Yu- Cheong,
and our grandfather.

He had one sister Sung L au-Sim [Liu-chan] (1891-1969), who was a "combed-up" She
took a vow of cdibacy and never married.  She was our grand-aunt.  She stayed in the Sung
household with her mother Luk Yun-lian, her brother Sung Ken's family, with dl the Sung children
and grandchildren.

Sung Ken'swifewas L uk Oi-Sin (t. Wai-Ying) 1887-1965. She came from the Luk
Family and was ayoung cousin of Luk Yun Lian--Sung Ken's mother. It is highly probable that his
marriage was arranged by his mother.

According to the recollections of ther children (Hon-Ting, Hin-Ting, Sau-Ping and Y uk-
Ting), Sung Ken studied in Queen's College. Before graduation he went to Tianjin and studied in
the College of communications and mining. However, he could not finish his sudies.  His daughter
Sau-Ping explains,"In 1908 the Emperor Guangxu died and the College students went into mourning
[as required by custom]. So Father's studies were interrupted.  He returned to Hong Kong and
worked for the Government until the outbreak of World War I1." (Sau Ping's letter 20.5. 1989)

"He was actualy an ordinary man, o arather frustrated man. He did not like being a civil
servant but he bowed to his mother's will. He wanted to have his own business.  He often told me
that he wanted to retire and take the pension to start some business. He wanted to have his own
household and to be free from the extended family's control...However, his plans were unfulfilled.
He died before retirement age..." Sau-Ping recalls.

According to HK Government Records (Government Blue Book), Sung Ken entered civil
service as a 5th grade clerk in the Audit Office in 1911 with an annual sdary of $480. Heroseto
Grade 2 Clerk in 1930, with an annud sdary of 2,700. plus a bonus of $240. 1n 1930 he left HK
for "amonth and 18 days' to accompany his super to North China.  In that year, Britain returned
the naval base Welhaiwei to China  Sau Ping recdls, " Father studied in North China and was
familiar with the place, so he was made to go on this mission... he bought me a piece of red woollen
(gipao) materid ..."
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Sung Ken rose to Grade 1 Clerk in 1936. By 1939, his annuad salary was $4,100, plus a

housing subsidy of $300. He didn't take a single day of sick leave that year (HK Government
Blue Book, 1939)

Sung Ken's English was good, and he was a high-ranking civil servant enjoying a
comfortable lifestyle. He had a number of Sdeline businesses.

Firg of dl he ventured into pharmacy business. He formed a company with his brother- in-
law, and made hair lotions, somach pills, cough medicine, and cosmetics. He sold them in Canton
and other parts of South China  His knowledge was dl from reading prescriptions in "western
books'. (Making western drugs was quite popular in HK in those years, long before the formation
of proper drug companies and laboratories)

His other busness was in organisng funerds.  Again, this had much to do with his English
language <kills  All officid documents were in English, including the application for degth
certificates.  So Sung Ken assisted his clients in obtaining degth certificates, he aso sold coffins and
organised funerd services. He probably got to know some people who belonged to some "sworn
brotherhoods' a thistime. Their "protection” was necessary to facilitate his work.

The family remembers that when the British surrendered to the Japanese in 1941, during the
couple of days when HK was in extreme chaos, Sung Ken's sown brothers put a notice on the door
of the family property for protection. The Sung Family was therefore saved and not robbed.

However, with the Japanese occupation of HK, Sung Ken became suddenly unemployed.
He never got his pension. He died of dysentery in 1942.

During his life time, Sung Ken was extremely obedient towards his mother and handed her
his entire pay packet, kegping only alittle bit for his petty cash.

Between 1932-33 he took a concubine (Li Shi) whom he met in Shanghai during one of his
auditing trips.  But Li left the family soon afterwards.  Sung Ken aso loved playing Chinese musicd
indruments.  He aso tried making his own wirdess tranamitters. At that time there were no
commercid radio sationsyet.  So he could only listen to messages sent by ships sailing by.

In 1928 the Family bought the property at 285, Laichikok Road at a price of HK$10,500.
The site was owned by the "Fook Wah Bank™ and was once occupied by the ™Y au Sing Pawnshop"
(You-cheng Daya ) (SeeHK Govt Records NKIL , No. 264)
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The bacony to the building was added in 1925. (See appendix for detals of the
Laichikok Road property)

In 1934 the Family bought the property in Yee Kuk Street at the price of HK$7,000.
Property owner's name was Sung Lau- Sim (Our grand-aunt)
(Document NKIL No 297). It should be noted that the Y ee Kuk Street was classified as farming
area, and its records are in the Colonid Secretariat Office--different from the documents of
Laichikok Road.

This property aso had its balcony added on later, in 1923.

LUK WAI-YING (SPOUSE OF SUNG KEN) 1887-1965

Our grandmother Luk Wai-Ying'sorigind namewasL uk Oi- Sin (Aixian)
She was the third daughter of Luk Sai-Fo. Her uncles were Luk Shing-Fo and Luk King-Fo, well
known figuresin the early HK literary and journalism scene. Madam Luk could read and write. She
had sx sblings 5 brothers and one younger sder.

She married Sung Ken in the 1910s. The Sung household was dominated by her very
capable mother-inlaw: Luk Yun Lian.  The Stuation was further complicated by an unmarried
gger-inlaw Sung Lau-Sim.  Fortunately, Madam Luk Wai-Ying was very essy-going, conciliatory
and tolerant.  Like many traditional Chinese women, she was often sdf-effacing in order to preserve
familid harmony.

She had 3 sons (Hon-Ting b. 1915), Hin-Ting (b. 1917), Yuk-Ting (b. 1923) and a
daughter Sau-Ping (b. 1919). Her husband died in 1942, when HK fell under Japanese
occupation. Luk Wai-Ying followed her children and their families, becoming a refugee in interior
China  They only returned to the Laichikok Road family home after Japan's surrender in 1945.
According to HK Government records, the Laichikok Road property was re-registered in Luk
Wai-Yingsnamein July, 1947.

Madam Luk Wa-ying was very far, lenient and loving towards her children and
grandchildren.  When her daughter Sau-Ping lost her husband in 1947, she helped to raise her
orphans, in particular baby L eung Y at-To (Yitao) in order to enable Sau Ping to continue with her
teaching career.  When her sger-in-law Sung Lau-Sim suffered a stroke and lay pardysed,
Madam Luk helped caring for the patient, athough she hersdf was dso suffering from cancer and
was rather sick.
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Madam Luk survived her husband for more than twenty years.  As the widow of a HK
government servant she was entitled to asmall penson.  Every month she would use her money and
buy each of the 10 grandchildren a packet of arrowroot biscuits. (Later on there were 12
grandchildren) Each of us had exactly the same share.

When she passed away (after suffering from cancer for 2 years), she was survived by 12
grandchildren.
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CHENG FAMILY HISTORY

CHENG PUI- LAN [Zheng Pei-lan ] (SPOUSE OF SUNG HON TING) born 1915

Madam Cheng Pui-Lan was born in Hong Kong in 1915. Her father was Cheng
Min-Ching [Zheng Mian-ging ](1878-1939) and her mother was Siu Kim-Chung [Sheao Jan-
cong](1876-1967) She had a half-brother who was born to Cheng Min-Ching's concubine.

The following account is largely based on the ord report of Cheng Sau Nuan--Pui Lan's
coudin.

The Cheng family was from the Wu-Shek Village of Chung-Shan County in
Guangdong.  Cheng's grandfather once worked in Sydney (goldrush digger?), and died in his
eghties.

Cheng Min-Ching's father was Cheng Pang-Wo who became a comprador at age 18. Pang
Wo travelled frequently between Canton and Hong Kong and owned 8 shops in the main street of
Canton. He preferred to do business in HK, where the turnover was quicker. He died a 37,
survived by 6 children. Min Ching was his eldes.

Cheng Min- Ching soon moved to Hong Kong. He studied in HK and opened a shop
sling clothing materids in Wellington Street.  In 1930 the Shop was moved to No 2, Tung Fang
Street. He dso worked as buyer for the Blair Company.

He married Su Kim-Chung in Canton.  The Cheng Family tradition was dways like this the
men worked and earned money in Hong Kong, but their wives would stay in Canton, where the
family home was. However, around 1910, the Canton shops suffered from a great fire, and
Madam Siu moved to Hong Kong, where Pui- Lan was born subsequently.

As an only daughter, Pui-Lan was very precious to her parents and was sent to school for a
proper education. She studied in the Chinese Normal College for Women, HK's earliest
women's teecher training college.  She met Sung Hon-ting. the eder brother of her schoal friend
Sung Sau-ping.  She married Sung Hon-ting in May 1940.
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Prob. File No. 139 of 1864, (4/134) F<IH,
i, AlFEEE
W1l of Soong Ki
Soong Kee, nmarried nane Heep Pun, style nane Show Yue, ny
| awf ul wi fe Heep Shee =
Had i ssued three sons: eldest Cheng Chuin Bl 1]

second Ku Chuin EJI|

third Sow Chuin FJI|
all are grown up and nmarried, ny property which | earned
nyself (who are not so clever as to conpare wth other
per sons).

On the 21st year of Toa Kwong (1841) | came to Hong
Kong, enployed nyself in business all the time wth
foreigners, always been diligent and making little profit
sufficient to support nmy wife and famly.

On the 6th year of Ham Foong (1856) being advanced in
age, | handed over all ny property to nmy eldest son Cheng
Chuin to nmnage and sign my nane “ Soong Kee” in all
busi ness transactions as he had al ready nmanaged for several
years. In consequence of ny having to return home to ny
native place in the present year to build an ancestor‘s hal
out of my own noney, and constantly going and com ng, | took
sick and a large boil (carbuncle) broke out on ny thigh,
getting worse day by day; being now over 60 years of age ny
constitution is weak fear will not live long therefore |
make this one WIIl in case what in future may happen. Al
ny property noney matters busi ness and noney due by debtors
to be handed over to ny wife Heep Shee to take care of and
instruct Cheng Chuin and Ku Chuin the two brothers to
adm nstrate the Estate and Effect wthout any further
consultation, and to be deligent thereafter and econom ca
and act as | did, take care of the house and fam |y w thout
causing any wangle, be careful be careful and deligent
hereafter.

Toong Chee Kwai hoy year 9th Moon 26t h day- -



7t h Novenber 1863.

(Si gned) Soong Kee, will.

(Si gned) Son, Soong Sow Chuin

(Signed) Wtness, Soong Heep Yee
Ng Chuck’s own writing
Ng Tack hung's own witing
Ng Tai ngong‘'s own witing.

True transl ation
R A Rpzari o, I nterpreter to t he Supr ene

Court.



Probate File, No. 949 of 1875 (4/311)

This WIIl is made by one Yip Shee. 1P

| was a married woman. My deceased husband's nanme is Sung
Kee. | have born three sons, the eldest son’s nane is Ching
Chuen, the second son is dead, and the third son‘s nane is
Sow Chuen. They are now all grown up.

After the death of ny husband, all ny famly affairs were
managed by my eldest son Ching Chuen. | am now nearly 70
years of age, and I am so weak and am afraid that | cannot
live much longer in this world. Therefore | prepare this
will to guard against future energencies.

Wen | die all ny property, real and personal, are to be
adm nistered by ny eldest son Ching Chuen wth the
assi stance of ny third son Sow Chuen

After this nmy will is nmade, | hope the Inperial Heaven wl|
protect all nmy sons, grandsons, and that they may live in
good health, harnony and propriety. Be careful and exert

your sel ves.

9th year of Tung Chi, 5th noon, 2nd day, or 31st My, 1870.
This will is made by ne Sung Yip See. [her X marKk]

Wt nesses:

s. of H p Yee

s. of Tang Tai Tsun

Interpreted by Chan A Fook,
Clerk to



In the Supreme Court of Hongkong, Probate Jurisdiction.
Probate No. 1359 of 1881
Sung Ku Chuen, deceased.

This WIIl is made by Sung Ku Chuen as | am dangerous ill and
fear that accidental calamty would befall ne, accordingly I
expressly make this wll to bequeath (hand over) the

property to which I amentitled to ny wife Sung Ko She to
receive and manage the same for the purpose of maintaining
ny son Yu Cheong. Be careful to this, careful to this.

Wt nesses:
The mark of Sung Yu She [X]
(signed) Lo Soon Cho

Dated Tung Chi 6th year 1st noon 15th day (19th February
1867)

Sung Ku Chuen,
the maker of this will personally signs.

| certify that the above witing is a true translation of
t he annexed Chinese WII.

Dated this 28th of May 1881,

(si gned) Chun Tai Kwong, Swor n Transl at or.



In the Supreme Court of Hong Kong, Probate Jurisdiction.
Probate File No. 23 of 1889 (4/734)

This WIIl is made by Sung Chin-tseung. R ny literary
appellation is Ts'ing-Ch un HE 11| and ny Pseudonym i s Ngok-
shan. &1Ll | am native of the Kat Tai Vill age = a8k of
t he Kung Sheung DivisionZH E in the District of Heung
Shan &Ll in the Prefecture of Kwong Chau in the Province
of Kwong Tung.

| followed ny deceased father M. Shau- u=Fr=t to Hong Kong
in the year 1842 to do trade in Foreign business as a
Conpr ador . Further in the year 1854 thanks to the kind
support of M. Ryrie and others of Messrs. Turner and Co.,
Hong Kong | took over the office of Conprador, for, up to
the present, thirty odd years.

My deseased wife is Ku Shi, %
ny deseaed “ Kai Shat” ' is So Shi, &fF%
ny “ Tsoi Kai Shat” ? is Yau Shi. BERF%

| have 3 sons born to ne. The first is U Lam %ﬁ?{ﬁ t he
second U Lam -“Fﬁ'{ﬁand the third U Kwan, %‘{iﬂ

After nmy death all ny personal or |anded property sited in
Hong Kong or in ny native place or in any other places shall
be wholly handed over to ny “ Tsoi Kai Shat” (second
succeeding lawful w fe) Sung Yau Shi SREEFS who shall act
as Executrix to control the estate forever. Oher persons

The literary translation of these two characters “Kai Shat” in the original is succeeding wife,

usually the lawful wife married after the death of the 1st legitimate wife to take her place.

The literary translation of these three characters “Tsoi Kai Shat” is second succeeding wife

meaning the lawful wife married after the death of “Kai Shat”.



are not allowed to quarrel and raise dispute nor is there
any need for having another consultation. In future (ny
estate) nmay be administered and nmnaged according to the
conditions set forth on the left (hand side of this paper)
but the expenses incurred on account of my death nust be
first deducted before exercising the specified conditions.
The WIIl made heretofore shall be observed as Waste paper.
Thi s is what I direct:



1. The one house No.5 on Lot 115 in Shelley Street,
Central district, FE=%F|EF and One hundred taels
only out of the original capital in the Shiu Lung Opi um
Shop JEFEL]SE shall be handed over to the control of
ny el dest son U Lam

1. The one house No.3 on Lot No.115 in Shelley Street,
Central district, shall be handed over to the contro
of ny second son U Sham

1. The one house No.1l on Lot No.115 in Shelley Street,
Central district, shall be handed over to the contro
of ny second son U Kwan.

As to the two houses No.7 and No.9 on Lot No.115 in Shelley
Street, half of the rents collected every year shall be put
asi de and reserved for worshipping and sacrificing purposes.
The sane shall still be controlled and managed by the
Executrix Sung Yau Shi so that she may solely nanage them
O her persons are not allowed to get up a pretext to invade
and possess (then).

My third sond U Kwan being young in years all ny personal
and real estate which | ought ti possess save and except
those that are distinctly witten herein as having been
di sposed of shall be given to the nanagenment of Sung Yau Shi
his nother by birth together with the worshipping and
sacrificing fund. Ful | powers are given to her to contro

the sane. O her people are not allowed to quarrel or
di spute over it. When once directed it shall be for
t housands of year and will last as |ong as heaven and earth.

Wtnesses (s.) Leung Heung-shim Witten on behalf of
Test at aor.
(s.) Yau Shi n-hi ng.

Kwong Sui Ting Hoi 13th year, 11th noon, 21st day (4th
January 1888)



WIIl of (s.) Sung Tsing-chun.

| hereby certify that the above witing is a true
translation of the annexed will.

Chung Shi ng- hong. Transl at or. 8th January,
1888.

[Original in English, added on text of Chinese wll]

Re-executed by Sung Ching Chuen this Eleventh day of
January One thousand Eight Hundred and eighty-eight.
Re-executed by the Testator as and for his last WII
and Testament in the presence of us both present at the
same tine who in his presence at his request and in
presence of each other |eave hereunto set out
respecti ve hands as Wt nesses.

(signed) Daniel Ecaldewell, Solicitor, 50 Queen's Road,
Hongkong.

(si gned) D. Wl kenson, Solicitor, Hongkong.

(signed in Chinese) Sung Tsi ng- Chun.



Probate No. 68, 1905.

Luk Shi ng Fo, PFEERRF}

I, Luk Shing Fo, am the nmker of this last WIIl. As | am
now ill | amafraid there will be an accident. | nmke this
one will beforehand to bhe handed over to Sung Cheong +=8
for his admnistration. Al'l the businesses that | have

carried on, the Wai San Daily Newspaper fEFTHEE, and the
properties that be be left by ne situated on Inland Lot No.
157 Section A Subdivison Il and on Inland Lot No. 157
Section A Subdivision XIV viz. (houses) Nos. 10 and 12, W
in Fong West I B, Hong Kong are to be handed over to

Sung Cheong for his control. As to all affairs whether
| arge or small, that have passed through (ny) hand, they are
al so to be managed by Sung Cgeong in |ike manner as by ne.
He is to wait till ny son Luk Sheung H nggme—r——tne s
RSB comes of age when these properties and businesses
etc. wll all be forthwith handed back to him Lest work
of mouth should be unreliabe this will in one document is

specially nmade to be kept as proof.

Wtnesses to the signature: Au Shuk Kwai
Tam Lu Tsung

Kwong Su 30th year 4th Moon 24th day (7th June 1904)

Luk Shing Fo, maker of this will, true handwiting.
The above is a true translation of the Chinese wl
marked “ A" of Luk Shing Fo, deceased, nade this 14th

day of Decenber, 1904, by ne.

Wwng Kwok u,
Court Tr ansl at or.



SUNG Yu-Cheong, =#r8, T.Tzu-ning, =T-HHH.Ying-wo,
SR EiFal i as Sung Cheong .-&7 &

1867-

Sung Yu- Cheong was our great grand-father. According to the
geneol ogy, he was the 11th generation, and he was a
“ fostered son” of Sung Ku-Chuen FEIl|. The use of such
a terminplied that he was not very closely related to the
mai n branch. If he had been a nephew it would have been
not ed.

Since he left no will, we have to depend on other sources

for his |ife and deeds.

a) The first source is epigraphy. A tonbstone in the
Pokful am Christian cenetery (Left, Step 19) for “ Madam
Leung of the SUNG Family” (FEFFEELZE.A) bore Sung
Yu- Cheong‘s nane as “ nephew’ .

b) The second source is through his wife, a lady fromthe
LUK Fam |y, FEF%. Madam Luk has a coupl e of brothers
who are traceable through probates, registers and even
in the South China Mrning Post.

c) The third source is through oral history with our
father‘s generation. Uncle Hinting (£H3E) and Aunt
Sau-ping (¥ FE) both renenbered quite a bite.

d) Sung Man-tin, 2 H descendant of Sung Chi ng-chuen,
EHE ]| al so wote sonethi ng about him 9Madam Leung
was te 4th concubine of Ching-chuen, the |ady who
| ooked after Yu-Cheong when he was little).

Since Yu-Cheong's father Ku-Chuen died at 28 (when he was
only a year old), and since nost of the SUNG Fam |y’ s assets

were in the hands of Ku-Chuen's el dest brother Ching-Chuen,

10



life nust be hard for Yu-Cheong.

He was said to be born in Micau, and had sone “ English
education, probably at Victoria College” (Hn-ting and Sau-

pi ng) .

11



4. Brief CV's of Contenporary Famly Menbers

SUNG Hon-ti ng A& %E
Born: 451915 in Hong Kong (HK Gov't Hospital, Sai-ying-pun)

Marri ed: 22 May 1940 in Suprenme Court Registry
i DE (spouse: CHENG Pui - an)

Educati on: Queen‘s Col | ege E1=ZFE Mtricul ated 1937

BEH HK Medi cal Departnent training course for 18 nonths
(1938?)

Car eer: Book- keeper ($40/nonth) at Harry Wcking Co.
BESERAT Until War.

=

Phar maci st ( 8 bushels of rice) at Wrld Di spensary,

Quilin EMHFEERE

Chief <clerk of US arny in Chongqging, GCuiyang,
Zenyuan. EFEEEFHER

1946? Hong Kong Gov't Medical Departnent
e B T S TH0=
? Harry Wcking Co. Accounts O ficer, Assistant
Account ant ($3, 000/ nont h) &= 3E17 BhiE & 5167

Reti r ed: 1974
B
CHENG Pui - | an BR{mlE5

Bor n: 1915 in Hong Kong (delivered by English nurse
privately)
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HE

Marri ed:
g

Educati on:

#H

Car eer:

ke

Retired:
B

Chi | dren:

22 May 1940 (Spouse : SUNG Hon-ting)

1939 G aduated from Chi nese Normal College for Wnen
2R ATEREAE
1939 - 1941 Chung Chen Primary School, Shunshui po
$28/ nont h

R
1946 - 1948 Tak Ching Primary School (Catholic)
EE N
1950 - 1953 Chung Chen Primary School, Shunshui po
s p A
1953 - 1979 Bishop Ford Menorial Primary School
g

1979

Man-1ing =¥y (1941) , Man-ying =Hi (1945), Chi-
wing & (1947),
Yun-wi ng B&E (1948), Shek-wing #5% (1951)
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WAT Kwong-

Bor n:

HE

Educati on:

#H

Car eer:

ke

Addr ess:

HiLhk:

SUNG Man- |

Bor n:

HE

Marri ed:

ol

Educati on:

#H

sang RBE#FisE

24 Decenber 1940 in Hong Kong

1953 - 1958 HK Governnent Schol arship

1958 - 1960 WMatriculation with Gov't Schol arship
1960 - 1965 Hong Kong Uni versity Wi th Gov't
Schol ar shi p

1965 MB BS (HK) graduated with 3 Distinctions
1987 FHKCGP

1966 - 1967 Medical Ofier, Queen Mary Hospita

1967 - 1970 Medi cal Oficer, Queen El i zabeth
Hospi t al

1971-present Famly Medicine & General Practice

Block 10, Flat Cl, Beverly Villas, 16. La Salle
Road, HK

FAX: 3377-537 Ph: 3366-211

From 1992, Address in Canada: 23, Queen‘'s College
Drive,

Richard HlIl, Toronto. Ontario L4B 1P1
FAX: Ph: 905- 8810-129
i ng B2

2 Septenber, 1941 in Hong Kong

August 1967 in Hong Kong (spouse: WAT  Kwong-
sang)

1954 - 1961 Queen Elizabeth School wth Governnent
Schol ar shi p
1961 - 1966 Hong Kong Uni versity Wi th Donor
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Schol ar shi p
1966 MB BS (HK)
1991 M C Anaes (HK)

Car eer: 1967 - 1972 Medical Oficer QEH
FahZE 1973 - present Private Practice in Anaesthesia

Hobbi es: Chinese painting; Esthetics & Cosnetology wth

CEDESCO | nt er nat i onal
B3R Di pl oma 1989.
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WAT, Karen Kang-yun FEEERE

Bor n: 17 Novenber 1969 in Hong Kong
HAE
Education: 1982 - 1988 Maryknoll Convent Schoo
#EH 1987 HK School Certificate with 8 “ A" s
Dr Ellis Chung Schol arship
1988 - Faculty of Medicine, Chinese University of
Hong Kong

(graduati on pendi ng 1994)
1988 - 1989 Honour Roll of Dean‘s List for academc
per f or mance

WAT, Conrad Kang-wai EEFE

Bor n: 24 Septenber 1972 in Hong Kong
HE

Education: 1984 - 1989 La Salle Coll ege
=E 1989 HK School Certificate with 3 “ A" s
1989 - 1990 Ridley College, Canada.
Ontari o Secondary School Diploma,
Merit awarded as “ Ontari o Schol ar”
Governor's Gold Medal, Otawa.

1990 - Faculty of Arts & Science, Trinity
Col | ege, University of Tornot o
1994 B Sc(special) graduation proposed

Hobbi es: Amateur filmecritic.
EF
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SUNG Hi n-ti ng F=BHsF

Bor n: 1 January 1917 in Hong Kong

HAE

Married: 2 February 1944 in Quilin (Spouse: WONG Yuen-nei)
TEE

Educati on: 1937 Queen‘s Col | ege

=E 1938 Mat ri cul at ed

Car eer 1938 - Hong Kong Post O fice

== ? YMCA

VONG Yuen- nei ES3SEdiE

Bor n: 10 June 1921 in Hong Kong
HAE
Educati on: ? Various girls’ colleges in HK
FH
Car eer: 1938? Wng On Insurance co., tel ephone operator
e S 1944 Married SUNG Hin-ting
Hobbi es: 1940s Choir nenber of Anti-Janpanese troupe
ER i
Children: Victor Heung-w ng[dl%%(1946), Pearl Man-chu=F%(48-
79),
Maggi e Man- kee=IH(50), Fancis Nai-wi nga5%(59)
Deseased: 28 May 1985 in Hong Kong, Queen Elizabeth Hospital
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See followng page for marriage certificate of SUNG Hi n-ting
and WONG Yuen- nei

SUNG Yuk-ti ng ZE3E

Bor n: 3 July 1923 in Hong Kong

A

Educat i on: 193? Wah Yan Col | egeZE{—E R
=E 1939 bt ai ned driving licence

Married: 19487 in Hong Kong (spouse CHAN Yin-chun)
S

Car eer: 1940s? Driver, private vehicles and taxis
Iz 1953 - 1963 Bus driver, Kow oon Bus Conpany
retired from~Co. in 1963

Addr ess: Bl ock 4, Man Lai Court, Muin Lai Road, 12/F, Flat G

Tai Wai, N T.,
Hin 4k Kow oon. Ph: 6962713.

CHAN Yi n- chun PE3HEES

Bor n:

A

Education: ? - 1941 Tak M ng Mddle School, Sai Yee Street.
B2EH

Car eer : 1940s Rat t en- war es weaver, Lai chi kok Road,

IEES Housewi fe after marriage

Chil dren: Ka-w ng Z%(1957)
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Editor's Note

Editor's Note

The compilation of the Sung's Geneal ogy was conducted on and off
over thelast few years. It was completed with the input of many people, in
particular the invaluable help of Y un-wing and Shek-wing.

It started in late 1988 when Manying returned to Hong Kong on
sabbatical leave and visited the Pokfulam Cemetery with the Family during
the Qingming Festival. On the way to Granny's (Madam Luk Wai-Ying's)
tomb, we passed by a derelict tombstone marked "Madam Leung of the Sung
Family". Our great-grandfather Sung Y u-Cheong's name was engraved on it.
He was noted as a nephew of Madam Leung. We knew, therefore, that our
family had been in Hong Kong for quite along time.

We queried members of the oldest generation (i.e. Hon-ting, Hin-ting,
Sau-ping, and Y uk-ting) who recalled various episodes of their youthful days
aswell astit-bits of Sung Family legend. It soon became clear that the
Family had moved from Chinafor quite afew generations.

The Hong Kong Public Recor ds Office (near Admiralty MTR Station)
carries many public documents: wills, probates, land deeds, and early
directories like the Anglo-Chinese Directory dated from the mid-nineteenth
century onwards.

Since "Sung" is an uncommon surname among the Southern Chinese, and
since there were so few Chinese who would |lodge documents with the
government in those early years, our ancestors' documents were surprisingly
easy to find. (See Appendix I). | must say that it was avery moving
experience to physically open and touch those old wills--written in Chinese
ink on red paper--and imagining the circumstances under which they signed
their last wills and testaments. All of these wills had old English
translations, now also reproduced in Appendix I.

The HK Government Blue Books (produced yearly) give names and
details of all HK civil servants. Since a number of our ancestors and
relatives worked for the government, a systematic checking of those Books
revealed all the detailsrelated to their career: date of employment, date of
promotion, pay, housing allowance and even dates of absence from work.
Some pages are reproduced in
Appendix I1.

| must thank Reverend Carl Smith, the amazingly meticulous local HK
historian whom we called on several timesin 1989. He showed us boxes and



Editor's Note

boxes of cards on local property, and | found those of 285 Laichikok Road
(the Sung Family home) and Y ee Kuk Street (Grandaunt's property). The
lists of owners of the five Shelley Street property (once belonging to Sung
Kee --9th generation ancestor) were also found. | made notes from Rev.
Smith's cards and they are reproduced in Appendix I11.

Mr Sung Man-tian, descendent of the senior Sung branch, holds the
Sung Genealogy. He wrote to me from New Y ork and clarified several areas
of doubt and further lent us the Geneal ogy for photocopying. The important
pages are reproduced in Appendix 1V.

All Sung and Leung sisters, brothers and cousins were sent a circular
letter in October 1993 which requested a brief resume/curriculum vitae from
all members of our generation. | would like to thank everyone for
responding promptly and efficiently. A small number have not yet
responded, and might choose to do so later on.

This Sung Family Genealogy in Hong Kong can be updated
comparatively easily because of the plastic binding. | would like to draw you
attention to the list of addresses and contact numbers of different family
members around the world inserted just before Chapter 4. Contemporary
CVs.

To the youngest generation of the Family | would like to add that there
are many areas that they might like to research on in greater detail. They
might like to study social mobility, career choices of Chinese/English
educated personsin early HK, the role of women, economic development, or
the links among South China, HK and Macau... and many other possibilities.
They might like to embellish and expand the Geneal ogy.

Y our comments, queries, and suggestions can be sent to Manying by
FAX at 64-9 5292175. They will be highly valuable for future
improvements. Lastly, | give my sincerest thanks for all your enthusaistic
support and apologise for any shortcomings and mistakes that this Geneal ogy
may have.

Manying Ip (Ye-Song Manying)
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December, 1995.



